CHAPTER 6

GOD

1S PRESENT

EVERYWHERE

In 1985 during the week between Christmas and New Year's Day, my fellow staff
members and | were involved in a conference televised ssimultaneously on every
continent via 97 down-link locations. Using the newest satellite technology, | spoke
from Seoul, South Korea, in the early morning hours while audiences around the
world watched in their corresponding time zones. The following day, | traveled to
Manila to speak at the televised conference. The third day | was in Berlin, and the
fourth night in Mexico City. | traveled more than 40,000 miles in five days and spoke
more than twenty times.

Although physically present in only one city at atime, | was present on television
sets around the world. In every part of the globe, people saw my face in full color.
Those who had met me personally could say, “Yes, that’s Bill Bright, because that’s a
perfect picture of him.” Viewers also heard my voice, and those who had previously
heard me in person could say, “It's Bill Bright, al right! | recognize the inflections in
his voice and the way he pronounces words.”

Inanarrow sense, | was*“present” through my face on the screen and the voice that came
out of the speakers, but | was not really present. Viewers could not touch me. | could
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not see the people in the worldwide audience. | did not know if they were standing or
sitting, and | was not aware of what they were thinking, planning, or doing.

But God is present everywhere at the same time. It's not that He is physically
present in one city and present by voice and picture in another city, as | was by the
technology of electronics, He is present in the fullest sense everywhere at once. How
does He do it? This is how God explains His presence when speaking to Jeremiah:
““Am | only a God nearby,’ declares the Lorp, ‘and not a God far away?. .. Do not |

1
fill heaven and earth? ”

God's ability to be present everywhere is called omnipresence. It means that there
Is not a sliver of space anywhere in the universe where He is not dynamically and
powerfully present with all of His wonderful persona attributes. Everywhere
throughout the world, to the utmost reaches of the universe and in heaven, God is
always and immediately present with all of who Heis!

Gob’s SPirIT-PRESENCE

Can you imagine being completely free of all the limitations of time and space? We
cannot, of course. But God can, and is! He is not limited by a body, but is a Spirit who
moves wherever He wishes.

How can we explain His Spirit-presence? Many writers have compared it to the
wind. No one can see the wind; it comes and goes as it pleases. No one can box it in
or stop it from blowing. Yet we can see the results of wind. We see its massive
strength in roiling tornadoes, hurricanes, and typhoons. The wind can also be gentle,
like the whisper of a breeze off the ocean. It can bring the smell of soft rain on the
leaves or the freshness of spring through an open window. Is this not like the
wonderful contrast of our God who can both topple rulers and calm the fears of alittle
child?

Meteorologists try to predict the wind, yet with only partial success. Recently, the
meeting of hot and cold air masses spawned deadly tornadoes in Central Florida,
which took weather forecasters by surprise. The devastation caused the loss of more
than forty lives and millions of dollars in property. In a smilar way, God's presence
and work cannot be predicted for He does what He wills (of course, He will not
contradict His nature). Jesus also used the wind analogy to describe the work of the
Holy Spirit: “Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or

2
where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.”
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Yet awind analogy is inadequate to completely describe the awesome presence of
our infinite Creator who lives outside the time-space dimension in which we find
ourselves bound. Unlike the wind, He is literally in every place in the entire universe
at the sametime! Not asingle atom in any galaxy is hidden from His sight.

Solomon, the famous hiblical king who was given unparaleled wisdom from God,
built atemple for our mgestic God. Awed by the holy task, Solomon asks, “Will God
really live on earth? Why, even the highest heavens cannot contain you. How much

3
less this Temple | have built!” Truly, a temple of gold could never contain God,
since even the heavens cannot hold him.

Gob’s SPiriIT | s DiFFerenT THAN His CREATION

Many religions believe that God' s existence is somehow bound up with His creation.
A. W. Tozer writes of one such scene:

Canon W. G. H. Holmes of Indiatold of seeing Hindu worshipers tapping on
trees and stones and whispering, “Are you there? Are you there?’ to the god they

hoped might reside within.4

The belief that God is everything and everything is God is called pantheism. Like
these Hindus, if you touch atree, you touch God. To carry it further, this belief leads
to the conclusion that since everything is god, we are gods. These fallacies take away
God's mgjesty and make Him common and ordinary. But pantheism is not what the
Bible means when it describes God’'s omnipresence. Author Bill Hybels explains the
difference this way:

The Bible says that God is Spirit, so technically, He doesn’'t dwell in three-
dimensional space as we do (John 15:15). His presence is everywhere, but not His
essence (that would be the heresy known as pantheism). God is no less present in
one portion of the universe than any other. And He is no more present anywhere
than where you are right now. In other words, anyone, anywhere in the universe
might say, “The Lord is in this place.” Wherever you are, God is right there, right

5

now.

Think of the difference this way. Earlier we described God'’s creative power as a
potter who forms a pot out of clay. We would never confuse the pot and the potter. They
are distinct in nature and substance. So it is with God. He is distinct from His creation,
so far above it in every way that we cannot equate His essence with His creation. Y et
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because He has no limitations, God is also present in every corner of His universe.
This means that He is present in the mountains and the stars, but He is not these
things.

In this chapter, we will consider three truths that provide the basis for an
undergtanding of the omnipresence of God. These truths are promises on which we can
base our lives.

Gob’ s PresencE Sustains THE UNIVERSE

There is no place within al of creation that is not supported by the divine presence of
God. Acts 17:28 records, “In Him we live and move and exist.” Let me use an
example that is very personal to each of us. God was present when you and | were
fashioned in the womb. Psalm 139:13-16 says.

Y ou created my inmost being; You knit me together in my mother’s womb. |
praise You because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; Your works are
wonderful, | know that full well. My frame was not hidden from Y ou when | was
made in the secret place. When | was woven together in the depths of the earth,
Your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in
Y our book before one of them came to be (NIV).

We are the result of God’s marvelous workmanship. He designed us. He made our
bodies wonderfully complex. He was present from the moment of conception, is
present every moment we live, and will be present when we die.

Let us think for a moment about what God sustains for each of us. It is estimated
that as adults our bodies contain sixty trillion cells that have all been carefully
organized to perform life's various functions in harmony. Consider these other facts
about the human body:

Our nose can recognize up to 10,000 different aromas.
Our tongue has about 6,000 taste buds.

Our brain contains ten hillion nerve cdls. Each brain nerve cdl is connected to as

many as 10,000 other nerve cells throughout the body.
Our body has so many blood vessels that their combined length could circle the

planet two-and-a-half times.

God also customized each of us with our own special DNA blueprint, which is
contained within every single cell. It has been estimated that if our individua
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blueprint were written out in a book, it would require 200,000 pages. And God

knows every word on every page!

Can you imagine if factories all over our country were manufacturing intricate
human bodies? With our human record, what a mess it would turn out to be! The
assembly line would grind to a halt because of back-orders on hands and feet. Hearts
would malfunction due to system design defects; recalls would bring back hundreds of
thousands of misassembled brains.

Now think of the millions of living organisms, from viruses to elephants, and the
trillions of systems, from galaxies to earth’s numerous ecosystems. It all works. It
runs without tune-ups or teardowns and rebuilds. We hire experts to keep
sophisticated computers functioning at maximum capacity, yet many people believe
that our amazing universe has no Designer and no Sustainer! But it does—our loving,
creative, ever-present God.

Gob ReveaLs His Presence IN DirrerenT WAYS

God reveals His presence to us, which alows us to have an intimate relationship with
Him. Let us consider several waysin which God manifests His presence to us.

God’s“illuminating presence’ affects every person.
Like turning on a light in a dark room, the light of God's presence opens our eyes to
truth. Paul explains that God “made His light shine in our hearts to give us the light of

7
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”

We begin to know God when the light of His presence exposes our sin. Paul writes,

“It is shameful even to talk about the things that ungodly people do in secret. But
8

when the light shines on them, it becomes clear how evil these things are.” Once we

recognize our sinfulness and turn from it, God in His grace can reconcile us to Him

through the death of His Son, Jesus, on the cross.

King David was well aware that God is present everywhere at once, and what that
meant for him. At times, he may not have wanted God' s presence—for example, during
his adulterous affair with Bathsheba. In Psalm 139:7, he asks, “Where can | go from
your Spirit? Where can | flee from your presence?’ (NI1V). But after he was forgiven
and for the rest of his life, he reflected on God's companionship. He realized that at
any given moment, God was present in Israel, in al of the nations around it, even in
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the distant regions. David aso counted on God's presence during troubling times.

This affirmation of God's help came from the heart of a man who had waked in
God' silluminating presence and found Him faithful—even during his disobedience.

We can have this same assurance. Hebrews 13:5 says, “Never will | leave you;
never will | forsake you” (NIV). This promise gives us hope for the future and
confidence in our gracious God.

God’s*“inspirational presence” isrevealed in

special places and at special times.

God has revealed Himself to men in unique ways. God spoke to Moses on Mount
Horeb through a burning bush. Later on Mount Sinai, God came down in a pillar of
cloud and passed in front of Moses. God's glorious presence so filled Solomon’'s
temple that the people fell face down on the ground and worshipped the magnificent God
of Isradl. Paul saw the Lord in ablinding light on the road to Damascus.

On countless other occasions, God makes His presence especiadly known to ordinary
believers. The setting may be a devotional time, church service, or during a revival.
God chooses the time and place to reved Himsdlf to usin specid ways, and when He does,
we never forget the joy of being in Hisinspirational presence.

| have experienced God's special presence many times since surrendering my life
to Him in 1945, athough | have never seen Him or heard His audible voice. One
dramatic experience happened early in my ministry when He gave me a vision for
Campus Crusade for Christ. One evening a about midnight during my senior year in
seminary, | was studying for a Greek exam. Vonette was asleep in a nearby room.
Without warning, | sensed the presence of God in a way | had never known before.
Within moments, | had the overwhelming impression that the Lord had flashed His
instructions for my life on the screen of my mind.

This was the greatest moment of my Christian life. In a very definite way, God
commanded me to invest my life in helping to fulfill the Great Commission in this
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generation. | was to begin by helping to win and disciple students of the world for
Christ. How | would do this was not spelled out in detail. That came later to my
fellow staff and me as the Lord has given additiona insights for the implementation of
the original vision.

| awakened Vonette, and together we praised God for His direction and promised that
through His grace and strength we would obey Him.
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God’s“incarnate presence” ismanifested in Jesus Christ.

Perhaps you have heard the story of the little girl who was afraid of the dark and
whose mother kept insisting, “God is watching over you. He will take care of you.”
But the little girl insisted, “Mommy, | want a God with skin on.” And that, of course,
Is the reason God visited this planet. God became a man, the God-man Jesus. The God
with skin on.

John tells us, “The Word [Jesus] became human and lived here on earth among
us. .. No one has ever seen God. But His only Son, who is Himsalf God, is near to the
11
Father’s heart; He has told us about Him.”  Our awesome God was willing to restrict
Himself to a physical body so He could live among us and teach us about Himself.

Thisisthe most tangible way God has revealed His presence to us.

God’s“indwelling presence’ resideswithin every believer.

How would Jesus' followers continue to have fellowship with Him once He left this
earth to return to His Father’s side? Just before Jesus returned to heaven, He told His
disciples, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor [the Holy
Spirit] to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. .. He lives with you and will bein

12

you. Paul wrote, “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God' s temple and that

13
God' s Spirit livesin you?’

Unbelievers cannot begin to comprehend why we are so confident that God is
filling us with His presence. Though God is omnipresent in their universe just like He
isin ours, they cannot sense His presence, so they deny He is there. Jesus explained
thisto His disciples: “ The world cannot accept Him [the Holy Spirit], becauseit neither

14
sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him.”

Do we deny that the wind does not exist because we cannot see it? Of course not,
for we can fed it. The God who is present everywhere is felt by those sensitive to the
Spirit of God.

Gob WanTs Us 1o ConsciousLy
Live in His Presence

Indeed, our confidence is in the ever-present nature of God. We can be sure that He
sees us, walks with us, and loves us no matter where we are. That fact leads us to our
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third truth: God wants usto “consciously” livein His presence every day.

A classic little book, The Practice of the Presence of God, gives the essence of
living moment by moment in God's presence. Its author was a humble monk named
Brother Lawrence, who served his Lord by washing pots and pans in a monastery
during the 16th century. Joseph de Beaufort, his close friend, says of Brother
Lawrence, “The worst trial he could imagine was losing his sense of God's presence,

15
which had been with him for so long atime.”

Brother Lawrence spoke openly about his practice of living in the presence of
God:

All we have to do is to recognize God as being intimately present within us.
Then we may speak directly to Him every time we need to ask for help, to know
His will in moments of uncertainty, and to do whatever He wants us to do in away
that pleases Him. We should offer our work to Him before we begin, and thank
Him afterwards for the privilege of having done them for His sake. This
continuous conversation would also include praising and loving God incessantly

for Hisinfinite goodness and perfection.16

Every morning, | make it apractice to fal to my kneesin prayer beside my bed. | ask
my Lord to live His life in and through me throughout the day. My request is that He
will walk around in my body, speak with my lips, use my hands and feet for His glory,
and control my thoughts so they honor Him.

| encourage you to begin adaily practice of praising God during all your activities.
The following Life Application will help you get started. But praise is just the
beginning of a lifestyle of practicing the presence of God. Remember, wherever you
go, He is aready there. In our next chapter, we will see how God's omnipresence
means that He will always help us.
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LiFE APPLICATION

ExaLt Your Goo—Praising God is one way to consciously live in the presence of
God. This week, pay special attention to how God is at work in your life and in the
world around you. Make a list of one of these areas. Then praise Him for the special
ways Heis present in your life.
RerLect His Imace—Contemplate the following questions:

How does knowing that God is everywhere influence what | think, say, and do?

Arethere “hidden” areas of my life that | need to turn over to my all-seeing God?

If I fully understand that our ever-present Lord is in me, how will | live my life

differently?
How can having the Creator of the universe live His life through me impact my

life and the lives of others?

SHare His M asesty—Who can you encourage today with the great news that our God
Is aways with us? Share the following verses with that person:

Deuteronomy 31:6—"“The Lorp your God will go ahead of you. He will neither

fail you nor forsake you.”
Psalm 139:12—"Even in darkness | cannot hide from You. To You the night

shines as bright as day. Darkness and light are both alike to You.”
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CHAPTER 7

Gop Is

ALWAYS

WiTH Us

When | awaken in the morning, God is with me. When | kneel to worship Him, Heis
with me. When | arrive at the office or at the airport for one of my many trips, Heis
still with me.

God is with me while | am on the airplane, and He is with me when | arrive at my
destination, whether in California, Pakistan, or Brazil. He is with me as | turn out the
lights at night anywhere in the world. We can be confident that Christ is present with
us and all believers in the United States, Canada, Germany, Russia, Indonesia, Egypt,
and every other country—at the sametime.

God is not limited by time or space or height or depth—or even our level of faith.
He is always with us whether we are taking giant steps of faith or we are taking the
first baby steps of faith. He lives inside of every person who puts his trust in God
through faith in Jesus Christ.

Gob s Present WiTH UsINn ALL PLACES

Let us apply this attribute to the events of our lives. First, God’s omnipresence means
that we cannot go anywhere that God is not beside us. The psalmist writes, “If | go up
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to the heavens, You are there; if | make my bed in the depths, You are there. If | rise
on the wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far side of the sea, even there Y our hand
will guide me, Your right hand will hold me fast.”l God sees us, waks with us, and
caresfor us no matter where we are.

During NASA’s Apollo 13 flight, Jm Lovell, Jack Swaggart, and Fred Haise were
scheduled to walk on the moon. Just after they blasted off, an explosion on their ship
endangered their lives. Not only did they have to abort their plans to make a moon
landing, but it also looked as if they would not have enough engine power and cabin
oxygen to return to Earth alive. One of the tensest times during the flight was when
the space ship orbited behind the moon. For agonizing hours, the astronauts were
sailing through the darkness on the far side of the moon, out of reach of radio contact
with Mission Control in Houston. All over our country, Americans prayed for the
safety of the astronauts. The country breathed a sigh of relief when radio contact was
reestablished and when Apollo 13 was successfully brought back home.

How could God hear all the prayers for the astronauts? Because God is no less
present behind the shadow of the moon than right beside you right now. In fact,
without God’'s omnipresence, prayer would be ineffective. God promises His people,
“Before they call | will answer; while they are still speaking, | will hear.”ZWhenI am
in Orlando and pray for afellow staff member in Thailand, God is with both of us. He
is fully present in Orlando to hear my prayer, and at the same time fully present in
Thailand to act in behalf of the one for whom | am praying! The basis for all prayer
rests on the fact that God is omnipresent.

Gob | s PresenT IN ALL Our CIRCUMSTANCES

Have you had an experience that left you wondering where God is? Sometimes we do
not feel God's presence, but emotions can be miseading. No matter what we fedl,
God is still there.

David often felt abandoned by God. In Psalm 22, he implores, “My God, my God!
Why have you forsaken me? Why do you remain so distant? Why do you ignore my
cries for help? Every day | cal to you, my God, but you do not answer.”3 Yet later in
the same psalm he states histrust in God' s presence:

Y et you brought me safely from my mother’s womb and led me to trust You
when | was a nursing infant. | was thrust upon Y ou at my birth. Y ou have been my
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God from the moment | was born...Praise the Lorp, all you who fear Him!...
For He has not ignored the suffering of the needy. He has not turned and walked

away. He haslistened to their criesfor hel p.4

Two Dutch women during World War 11 experienced God’s omnipresence. Corrie
and Betsie ten Boom became involved in hiding Jewish people during the Nazi
occupation of their country. As a consequence, the Nazis sent the two elderly women
to Ravensbruck, one of the most dreaded concentration camps. There they endured
incredible depravation and suffering. Y et they ministered to hundreds of other prisoners
who needed to hear about their Lord and Savior. Thelir barracks were transformed into
a Bible study and prayer center, and the cruel, harsh attitudes of many prisoners were
turned to compassion and love.

Eventually, Betsie became deathly ill. As she was taken to the prison hospital,
Corrie tried to shield Betsie from the sleet that stung their bodies. After the orderlies
set Betsie's stretcher on the hospita floor, Corrie leaned down to hear the words on her
sster’'sweak lips, “ . . . must tell people what we have learned here. We must tell them
that there is no pit so deep that He is not deeper still. They will listen to us, Corrie,

5
because we have been there.”

Betsie died the following day. Soon after, Corrie was miraculously discharged
from the camp—only days before all women her age were put to death. For the rest of
her life, Corrie traveled the globe telling her story of God's presence and faithfulness
even in the worst of places.

Our confidence is that “there is no pit so deep that God is not there.” We cannot
face a situation in which He does not walk beside us.

Gob |'s Present WiTH Us DurinGg Every CRrisis

What crisis are you facing right now? Unemployment, serious health problems, the
break-up of your marriage, rebellious teenage children, rejection by those who once
loved you? God walks with us, gives us strength, understands our pain, and knows
how to handle our problems. He will help usif we only ask Him and are willing to do
things Hisway and in Histime.

Isaiah 43:1-3 records God' s precious promise to be with usin times of crisis:

The Lorp who created you says. “Do not be afraid, for | have ransomed you. |
have called you by name; you are mine. When you go through deep waters and
great trouble, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will
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not drown! When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned
up; the flames will not consume you. For | am the Loro, your God, the Holy One
of Israel, your Savior.

One of the most basic crises each of us faces is our own death. For many people,
even Christians, the terror of leaving this world is very real. One of my fellow staff
members faced such a crisis just after her thirtieth birthday. Days after her doctor
admitted her to the hospital, she began having problems breathing. Although she
pressed the nurses' call button, no one responded.

Panicked, she realized that she was dying in a hospital bed—and no one knew. As
her breathing became more labored, she began to lose consciousness. She was
helpless, yet she desperately wanted to live to see her young daughter and husband
again.

Within seconds of her panic, a supernatural peace flooded over her. God impressed
this promise clearly on her heart: “If you awake and are in heaven, | am with you. If
you awake and are in this hospital bed, | am with you. Either way, | am just as close to
you.”

With that promise ringing in her ears, she put her future in God’'s hands. Then
through eyelids barely cracked, she saw the elevator doors dide open in the hall outside
her room. Out walked her pastor! By the time he reached her bedside, she drifted into
unconsciousness. But because of his quick response, her life was saved.

The comforting words of Psalm 23:4 ring beautifully. “Even when | walk through
the dark valley of death, | will not be afraid, for You are close beside me. Your rod
and Your staff protect and comfort me.” | encourage you to memorize and meditate
upon this beloved psalm.

Gob IsWitH Us WHEN WE WITNESS FOR Hiwm
6
Jesus promises, “Be sure of this: | am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
This was given as part of the Great Commission—the challenge to go into the entire
world and preach the gospel and disciple those who come to faith in Christ. It iswhen
we are fulfilling the Great Commission that Jesus promise to be with us becomes
most precious. He has given us the challenge to reach every person on earth with
God's message of love and forgiveness. Yet He did not leave us aone to accomplish
this impossible task. He has sent us His Holy Spirit who empowers us to do what is
humanly impossible—but possible with God.
| take great comfort in the fact that Jesus is with every one of our ministry’s
20,500 full-time staff and over 660,000 trained volunteers in 181 countries of the
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7
world. HisHoly Spirit is the one who works within the hearts of all believers so that

Hiswork will be accomplished.

You can take comfort in knowing that God is present and working during any
ministry He gives you to do. As you share your faith in Jesus Christ with your
neighbor, God is with you. When you teach your children about God's love, God is
with you. When you witness to that coworker who is an atheist, God is with you. God
will bring forth the fruit and help us be faithful to Him in introducing others to Christ
as Savior and Lord.

NoTtHING WE Do IsHipben From Gob

Jesus promised that our heavenly Father, “who sees what is done in secret, will reward

you.”8 Just think about that. When we privately do something good that no one else
knows about, God still seesit and rewards us accordingly.

When a Sunday school teacher labors teaching preschoolers about God’s love, she
may not receive many affirmations from others, yet the Lord sees every smile and hug
she gives them. When a godly pastor spends hours in his office in heartfelt prayer for
people who didlike him, try to thwart his ministry, or are apathetic about the church,
God sees his deep concern. For the bedridden elderly person who adopts a prayer
ministry in behalf of loved ones, neighbors, and friends, God hears. For the godly
parent who prays hours into the night for a prodigal child, God sees. God knows about
the businessman, betrayed by his business partner, who does not take revenge but
responds in forgiveness and love. To these faithful servants, our ever-present God says,
“Love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get

anything back. Then your reward will be great.”

On the other hand, God also sees the wrong things we commit in secret. We only
fool ourselves by thinking that no one will ever know. Scripture says, “Nothing in al
creation can hide from Him. Everything is naked and exposed before His eyes. Thisis

10
the God to whom we must explain al that we have done.”

There is no place we can hide when we do wrong. God sees and is beside us. As
believers, we may break our fellowship with God when we sin, but He does not leave
our presence. He is still dwelling within us, convicting us, helping us to do what is
right through His loving discipline, and waiting for usto repent of our wrongdoing.
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Some people see God as a “ great traffic cop” in the sky watching their every move.
| like to think that He loves me so much that He cannot take His eyes off me. | am the
“apple of Hiseye.” Thank Y ou, Father, for watching over us.

ConsciousLy Living IN His PrResencE

God’ s omnipresence enables us to be in constant communion with Him and to depend
on Him in every situation. But at times we ignore His presence because we are so
preoccupied with our lives and focused on material concerns (food, clothing, shelter,
finances, and jobs). Sometimes we even forget that He is with us while we are busy
serving Him. Brother Lawrence discovered this truth when he began to practice the
presence of God. For fifteen years, his responsibility was to wash greasy pots and
pans in the monastery—a job he disliked. Practicing the presence of God transformed
what he considered a chore into an exciting privilege. He writes, “My day-to-day life
consists of giving God my simple, loving attention. If I'm distracted, He calls me back
11

in tones that are supernaturally beautiful.”  This is what he considered important in
walking with God:

The most holy and necessary practice in our spiritual life is the presence of
God. That means finding constant pleasure in His divine company, speaking
humbly and lovingly with Him in all seasons, at every moment, without limiting

the conversation in any Waly.12

Living in God's presence means realizing that God is with you and is vitally
concerned about every part of your life. As | practice this, | find that throughout the
day the Lord Jesus communicates with me through impressions in my mind that
spring from meditating on His Word and talking to Him in prayer. This makes both
prayer and the study of God’'s Word an exciting adventure for me. Let me give you
some promises that you can rely on as you consciously practice the presence of God in
your daily activities.

When we are confused, God will guide us.
Confusion is rampant in our society—even among believers. People ask: Why are these
things happening to me? Where should | go and what should | do with my life?

We can have confidence that God will revea Himself to us when we do not know
whereto turn. He promises, “| will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;



13
I will counsel you and watch over you.”  Through His Word, prayer, the leading of

the Holy Spirit, and our open hearts, He will guide us dong the pathway He has planned
for us.

When we are afraid, God will protect us.

No matter where we are afraid—at home aone, driving on the freeway during rush
hour traffic, facing a hostile meeting, or waking alone at night—God is right beside us.
He promises, “Do not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, for | am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you; | will uphold you with My righteous right

14
hand.” What acomfort thisisfor usin our daily lives!

Claim this promise and consciously remember that God is with you during your
times of fear and uncertainty. He will comfort you and give you courage to confront
your fears. He will also protect you so that you will never experience anything outside
Hiswill for your life.

When we are tempted, God will help usresist.

Satan’s main strategy with God’ s people has always been to whisper, “Don’t call, don’'t
ask, don’t depend on God to do great things. You'll get aong fine if you rely on your
own cleverness and energy.” The devil is not terribly frightened of our human efforts,
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but he knows his kingdom will be damaged when we lift our hearts to God.

Although we can be tempted by our own flesh and by worldly influences, Satan is
amajor player in our desire to disobey God. Radio Bible teacher David Jeremiah puts
temptation in anew light:

Suppose you and one of your friends are on the border of doing something
wrong. Both of you know it is wrong. But you are about to do it anyway. But if
you should say to your friend, “Go right ahead and do it, but | think you should
know that | just heard from heaven and God will be here in a few moments.”
Maybe your friend will respond, “Wow, if God is going to be here soon, maybe |
will do this tomorrow or next week, but | don’'t want to do thisif God is going to
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show up in afew minutes.”

Surprise! God has aready shown up. Heis here. .. now! When facing temptation,
we should say to ourselves, “This is being carried out in the presence of amighty
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God.” Meditating on this truth will give you conviction to face temptation in your life.
| encourage you to practice the presence of God by asking our Lord to help you
resist temptation. The Bible promises that “God is faithful. He will keep the

17
temptation from becoming so strong that you can’'t stand up against it.”

When we are hurting, God will comfort us.

How could Paul and Silas sing praises to God in the depths of a stinking, cold Roman
prison? Their backs were raw because they had been beaten with whips and rods.
Their feet were in stocks and the jailer had threatened to execute them if they tried to
escape. Paul and Silas could sing because God was with them in the inner dungeon
while they were hurting.

The psamist writes, “The Lorp is close to the brokenhearted; He rescues those
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who are crushed in spirit.”  Whether we experience physca, emotiona, or menta
pain, the Holy Spirit will comfort us and give us strength and courage to triumph over our
hurts.

Several of our Campus Crusade for Christ staff members have lost small children
to accidental death or disease. Vonette and | are thankful that thisis a trial we have
never had to endure, but we fed their pain. They tell me that it is one of the most
agonizing crises that a person can ever go through. Tears flow for months, muscles are
sore from sobbing. Many unbelieving couples break up afterwards due to guilt and
blame. But many followers of Christ testify, “That was the most difficult thing | have
ever experienced, but | have to tell you that God was so very near to methat | felt His
presence like | have never felt Him before.”

Although Scripture is clear that God is present everywhere at once, parents who
have lost children give evidence that God manifests His presence in special ways at
particular times of need. In 2 Corinthians 1:3,4, Paul assures us, “[God] is the source
of every mercy and the God who comforts us. He comforts us in al our troubles so
that we can comfort others.”

When we ar e discour aged, God will encour age us.
Do you struggle with insurmountable bills? Have friends betrayed you? Do you feel
Inadequate at your job or as a parent? Scripture instructs us, “Cast al your anxiety on
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Him because He cares for you.”  We are encouraged in Joshua 1:9, “Do not be

afraid or discouraged. For the Lorp your God is with you wherever you go.” Not only
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will God help you conquer every discouragement, He will help you climb every
mountain in your life! And when you come through the valleys of discouragement,
you will find that God was there all the time. Sometimes He was waiting patiently for
you to exhaust your means and energy and turn to Him for His help. What a tremendous
encouragement! We can trust that kind of God for anything!

When we are lonely, God will be our companion.
Some of our most lonely moments can be when we are in a crowd, and yet no one
notices us. Our hearts ache when we think no one cares. But Jesus is our ever-present
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friend. He promises, “Never will | leave you; never will | forsake you.”

He is aso with us as we face lonely tasks. When David Livingstone sailed to
Africafor the first time asamissionary, a group of his friends accompanied him to the
pier to wish him bon voyage. They were concerned for his safety and reminded him of
the dangers of that unexplored land. One of the men even tried to convince him to
remain in England. But Livingstone opened his Bible and read Jesus words from
Matthew 28:20: “Lo, | am with you always.” He turned to the man who was especially
concerned about his safety and smiled. “That, my friend, is the word of a
gentleman . . . So let us be going.”

No person or circumstance can ever remove us from the presence of our loving
God. Paul writes, “I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from His love.
Death can't, and life can't. The angels can’t, and the demons can’t. Our fears for
today, our worries about tomorrow, and even the powers of hell can't keep God's love
away. Whether we are high above the sky or in the deepest ocean, nothing in al
creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Chrigt
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Jesusour Lord.”

He is here with us right now and forever—because He is our ever-present God. He
Is our guide for life and for eternity. What an incredible truth! What a powerful
motivation for us to know, love, trust, obey, worship, and enjoy the presence of our
wonderful God and Savior.
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LiFE APPLICATION

WRriTe IT ON Your HeEarr—Commit the following statement and verses to memory.
Then as you encounter situations during this week where you need the comfort of
knowing God is near, claim these promises by faith.

Because God is ever-present, He is always with me.

Joshua 1:9—"I command you—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or

discouraged. For the Lorp your God is with you wherever you go.”
Psam 16:11—"You will show me the way of life, granting me the joy of Your

presence and the pleasures of living with Y ou forever.”

Count On Goo—Our ever-present God is everywhere you have been and everywhere
you will go. He is in the classroom, the courtroom, the office, the home, and the
hospital room. He iswith you in life and in death. He is the only one who can be with
you no matter what. Are you in the midst of a struggle or situation where you need
His guidance? Turn to Him now and place your trust in the One who is always with
you. Study HisWord and let it guide you.

Osey Goo—God is present with you each minute of every day. He knows what you do
and think every moment. |s there some area in your life in which you are not obeying
God? Y our ever-present God knows, so commit yourself to obeying Him today.
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